
 

Welcome to 

 Wow! September has gone so fast, but more importantly the learning 

happening at Derek Taylor is impressive! I hope you enjoy reading through 

the newsletter this month, it highlights small moments from each of the hard 

working classrooms.   

 Thank you for coming out to our Meet the Teacher night on September 

15th. It was wonderful to have such a great turn-

out! Throughout the year keep in contact with 

you child’s teacher. Good communication and 

working together as a team, will help ensure 

your children achieve goals and feel success.  

Mrs. Janice Barrett, Vice Principal 
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“We are a box of crayons, each of 
us unique, but when we get 

together, the picture is complete.”  

“The Crayon Box That 
Talked”  

by Shane Derolf  

 

Stop by  and check out 
Derek Taylor’s  very  special 

crayon box! 

I hope you have had a chance to stop by the 

school and see the beautiful crayons our stu-

dents made. This was a school wide activity 

completed after each class read the book “The 

Crayon Box that Talked” by Shane DeRolf. The 

resulting project is a cheerful display in the 

gathering area of our school. It celebrates all 

of our bright, unique and important students.  



Pre-School  

All four of our pre-school 

classes have settled in and 

are hard at work! When I 

enter these rooms, there are 

happy, busy children every-

where! Routines are being 

learned and social skills,  

like sharing are being prac-

ticed.  



E.C.S 

     Mrs. Hopkins’ grade ones have 

been very busy learning to read! By 

the second day of school they were 

already stopping by the office 

demonstrating and showing off their 

new reading skills. Mrs. Hopkins and 

the office staff were so proud 

of them! 1H also has reading 

buddies with students in Ms. 

Davies grade 5 class—another 

great chance to practice their 

new skills! 

1H 

Derek Taylor’s Kindergarten Class is 

doing so well! They are moving in 

the halls quietly as a group. In class 

they are able to sit together on the 

floor and raise their hands to answer 

Ms. McMullen’s questions. They are 

learning to cooperate and take care 

of their classroom! 



1N 

  2A 
Ms. Armstrong’s grade two’s have also been hard at work. 

They have been thinking mathematically about themselves 

and getting interested in number again! Each student has 

been busy making “A 

Mathematical Me” poster 

that has at least 4 number 

sentences about their lives.  

The grade one’s in  Mrs. Noskey’s  

class have  been   practicing  writing  

in their agenda’s. They have also 

been learning about counting strate-

gies like counting by 2’s. They  are 

learning all about the power of 10! 

Mrs. Noskey is so proud 

how   hard  they  are  

working!  



2M 

3D 

     Mr. Mayea’s grade 

two’s worked hard on 

a cooperative team 

building activity 

called the Marshmal-

low Challenge.   

It was wonderful to 

see 2M compliment 

their first ‘PATHS kid 

for the day.’ What a 

great opportunity for 

students to feel good 

about themselves and their classmates.  

The grade 3’s in Ms. Deditch’s 

class drew and painted brightly col-

ored  dinosaurs. The students were  

practicing drawing ‘curving c’ lines 

in their dinosaurs.  



These      
beautiful trees 
were           
displayed on  
the  bulletin 
boards in the 
front entrance 
of the school. 

3L 

4S 

3L created beautiful birch 

trees during art class!   

Students needed to follow 

several steps and use dif-

ferent techniques   to  

complete the project.   

4S has been working on 

mosaic sun rays and name 

posters. Using a web for-

mat, each student had to 

draw pictures, designs 

and use words to describe 

themselves on a poster. 



Mr. McCracken’s grade four 

and five students have a 

strong start on their social 

studies units. The grade fours 

focusing on Alberta and the 

grade fives focusing on Canada. This class is also learn-

ing how to run Derek Taylor’s recycling program. Thank 

you for your      

efforts and hard 

work! 

4/5M 

5D 
Shhh! Ms. Davies class is full of readers! It was silent in this 

classroom when I popped by to see what they were doing. The 

grade fives were all over the room and focused on their reading.  



6K 

7P 

In social studies, the grade six-

es in Mr. Kijek’s class have be-

gan learning about the Canadi-

an Charter of Rights and Free-

doms. The students were busy 

webbing some of these basic 

rights.  

In science the grade sevens have been learning about 

plants. They completed an experiment — putting a flower 

into coloured water to see the capillary action that happens. 

They also  have  been learning about the  difference        

between sexual and vegetative reproduction.    



8A 

8W 

In  language arts, 8A  has  been  lis-

tening to the novel “The Maze Run-

ner.” Learning has been focused on 

setting, characters, parts of speech 

and comprehension. One of the pro-

jects students did this month was to 

create a detailed map of the setting, 

as described in the first five chapters 

of the book.   

In math, 8W  has  been  

investigating the relation-

ship between fractions, 

decimals and percentages. 

The students have 

been learning to cal-

culate sales tax and 

discounts.   



ISC-J 

ISC-B 

Students in ISC—J have also been working on 

the three types of compliments and celebrating a 

new PATHS student each day. The students were 

excited to see who would get to be next! 

Students in ISC—B were treated by Miss 

Beaudoin, Mrs. O, and Miss O’Brien to an 

amazing breakfast of waffles, eggs, hash browns 

and sausage.   



Volleyball 

Fun Run 



Staff PLC 

Friday, September 23rd, during 

our PLC afternoon, teachers 

were busy discussing our stu-

dents and our new PATHS   

program. Teachers 

were considering 

what our students 

learning needs are and 

how we can  respond 

to those needs.  
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Important Information  

Student Celebration 
Assemblies 

 
Twice each month we will have 
assemblies to celebrate our stu-
dents and the learning they are do-
ing here at school.  
 
The first assembly each month will 
acknowledge: 
  “Star Students” (K - 4) 
  “Dino-Mite” draw for grades 

5 - 8 students 
 
The second assembly each month 
will acknowledge:  
 “Striving for Success” Stu-

dents (4/5M - 8)  
 “Dino-Mite” draw for grades 

K - 4 students 
 
If your child is receiving a Star 
Student or Striving for Success 
award, the office will let you know 
so you can try to attend.  

Parent Volunteers 
ALL adults that would like to go on field trips with their child’s class 
must have a current criminal record check. It must be redone each 
year. If you pick up the letter from Derek Taylor’s office, there is no 
fee. It does take about 15 business days to have the record check com-
pleted, so if yours is a year old, please do one right away—just in case. 
There are two detachments in Grande Prairie that you can drop your 
letter off and fill in their form: 
 
Main Detachment   Satellite Office Address: 
10202 - 99 Street     #10 Knowledge Way  
Grande Prairie, AB    Grande Prairie, AB  
 
 
Before School Supervision 
There will be supervision on the playground and tarmac each morning 
from 8:05 to 8:15 am. School doors will open at 8:15 am.  
 
Picture Days 
Our picture days this year will be on Tuesday, October 11th and 
Wednesday, October 12th.  
 
School Fees 
This year school fees can be paid at the office or online.  
  
 Pre-school    Please contact the office 
 Kindergarten  $55.00 
 Grades 1 - 4   $70.00 
 Grades 5 - 8  $80.00 
 
Newsletters 
As outlined in this newsletter, each month we are planning to send 
home the Principal’s Pipeline at the beginning of the month and the 
Classroom Connection at the end of each month. Please sign up on our 
website ( www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/derektaylor ) to ensure you receive 
your copies.  On our home page near the bottom you will see the fol-
lowing spot to enter your email:  

“Dino-Mites” are used to 
acknowledge all the great citizen-
ship that happens here at the 
school.  If a student is seen helping 
out our being kind, and a teacher 
notices they might earn themselves 
a “Dino-mite” which they take to 
the library and it is entered in a 
draw for fun prizes.  
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Cheques this year will need to be made out 
to Trisha Duby. 

PATHS IN OUR SCHOOL 

Control Signals Poster 
 

 
 
 
 

Parents…do your children ever have difficulty calming 
down?   
 
You can use the control signals poster as a way to help 
your child gain control of their behavior.   
 
Step 1 is the Red Light : STOP!  Take a long, deep 
breath.  Say the problem and how you feel.   
 
Step 2 is the Yellow Light:  THINK!  What can I do?  
Would it work?   
 
Step 3 is the Green Light:  GO!  Try out your  solu-
tion.  
 
Your child is learning these steps to solve problems in 
the classroom during our PATHS lessons.  Using the 
same steps at home will help your child remember and 
follow these steps more often when they have a prob-
lem. Helping your child solve their own problems builds 
self esteem! 










